Thank you for taking the time to support public health. Writing a Letter to the Editor is a great way to let your community know that you support public health and public health funding. We’ve provided two templates to give you ideas for your own Letter to the Editor. Just take a few moments to personalize it by thinking about why you’re concerned about any further cuts to public health services or funding.

Once you’re done, you can just email it off to your local papers. Most newspapers will list an email for Letters to the Editor in their Opinion section. If you see your letter show up in the paper, give yourself a pat on the back and send us a copy!

If you haven’t already written to your elected officials, we urge you to do so by following the link on the ‘Take Action’ page (http://www.savepublichealth.com/Topics/Public-Health/Take-Action). 

Sample Letter #1 on Disaster Preparedness
Dear Editor,

As a resident of this community, I am deeply concerned that public health funding cuts will leave us unprepared if disaster strikes. Public health is a core component of our health care system, a system that we all count on to deal with such urgent issues as bioterrorism, disaster preparedness, food and water safety, and emerging diseases such as West Nile virus and the pandemic flu.
Most of us don’t know that public health keep this community safe every day by detecting and responding to threats like foodborne illnesses and infectious disease. When public health is doing its job well, we never have to think about it. However, if we face a disaster, we all will rely on public health and become aware of its critical role in this community. Unfortunately, in a crisis, our support for public health may be too late. We must act now to ensure a safe future.
I urge our elected officials to protect our community’s health by supporting public health funding in the Governor’s Budget, increasing local revenue funding options, and helping find a stable, adequate and long-term funding solution for the future. There’s just too much at stake.
Sincerely,

Name

Title

Contact Information  [It is important to list a phone number and email so that the newspaper can to verify your submission. This will not be printed with your letter.]
Sample Letter #2 on Health Services
Dear Editor,

As a member of this community, I have become increasingly concerned about cuts to public health funding. Quite simply, these cuts can kill. Public health is the center of a quality health care system and the most cost effective system for disease prevention and health improvement. 
Public health is just that, public. We all rely on the safety net it provides, whether we know it or not. Public health departments work every day to keep our community healthy and safe through programs like communicable disease control, maternity and infant services, child immunizations, and prevention of chronic disease.  Many public health programs directly serve some of the most vulnerable and often invisible populations in our community, yet we all benefit from schools and workplaces free of whooping cough, TB, or hepatitis B. 
I urge our elected officials to protect our community’s health by supporting public health funding in the Governor’s Budget, increasing local revenue funding options, and helping find a stable, adequate and long-term funding solution for the future. There’s just too much at stake.
Sincerely,

Name

Title

Contact Information  [It is important to list a phone number and email so that the newspaper can to verify your submission. This will not be printed with your letter.]

